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ahead o£ the curve of oral reading rate, the danger of retard-
ing progress by having pupils continue too long to read
aloud was recognized. Thereupon, the pendulum swung to
the opposite extreme of giving practically no attention to
oral reading. The danger in this extreme reaction, in turn,
was recognized, and oral reading is at present beginning to
occupy its rightful place in the total reading program.
Oral reading has social value. It is a means of sharing
one's enjoyment of reading with others. As a check on accu-
racy of reading it has definite diagnostic value. Without
a check on comprehension, however, it may become merely
an exercise in word pronunciation. Persisted in too long it
encourages excessive vocalization and retards the rate of
silent reading which forges ahead of oral reading during
the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade. The slight increase in
rate of oral reading from grade five to grade,six indicates
that children have almost attained their maximum speed in
oral reading in this period. The eye movement habits of
pupils in these grades in oral reading as compared with
silent reading show that in number of fixation pauses per
line — the factor that largely determines rate of reading —
silent reading has the advantage. The backward, regressive
movements, which likewise slow up the rate of reading, are
about equally numerous in both oral and silent reading.
Silent Reading. — The large majority of adult reading is
silent and for that reason alone deserves emphasis. On the
school level a general estimate has been made revealing a
rate of 150 words per minute for the third grade and 250
words per minute for the sixth grade. Average scores for
rate and comprehension accompany every standardized read-
ing test. Those specific scores for a given type of reading
material are more meaningful than any average figures, for
the rate of silent reading varies greatly with the kind of
material and print, the child's interest in the material, the
purpose for which he reads it, and his familiarity with the
general field. Stories can be read more quickly than general
science, and general science more quickly than problems in
arithmetic.

